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  Risk of Parkinson’s in 
     Veterans with TBI

Chronic Effects of Neurotrauma Consortium

Does TBI Increase the Risk 
of Parkinson’s Disease?

    This study looked at whether Veterans with traumatic brain injury (TBI) are at 
      increased risk for developing Parkinson’s disease. Here is what they found:

ê	�Among 325,000+ Veterans studied, four in every thousand got 
Parkinson’s after their TBI. 

ê	�Veterans with TBI of any severity were slightly more likely to be 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease than Veterans without TBI. 
Chances were higher for those with moderate-severe TBI. 

ê	�Although Veterans with TBI are at increased risk, their overall 
chances of developing Parkinson’s disease are less than one 
percent. 

The Chronic Effects of Neurotrauma Consortium is jointly funded by the Department of Defense (award # W81XWH-13-2-0095) and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (award #’s I01 CX001135, I01 CX001246, I01 RX001774, I01 RX001135, I01 RX002076, I01 RX001880, I01 RX002172, I01 RX002173, I01 
RX002171, I01 RX002174, and I01 RX002170)

Take Home:  �While the risk is low, Veterans who have TBIs are at 
risk for developing Parkinson’s disease.
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